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'I don't know whether to
laugh or cry. I'd rather
laugh.'

"W}ai lEppeftd is tragic," Colelte said,
"and ii's even sh"nger now that they havml
done myrnine twi6 $e sitel.... Its ridiculou,
but I don't want to dwll on ii."

Colettek aparkDflt at 21J P€l St. was
more than just the space she used to pmdu@
hd art - tlie spa@ itself ws art. Coletie cra
ated differ€nt environrnerts in her atelier ed
6oid€d matching l€rsonas for hers€if, mdkirs
stags of life fld iffpnatios.

Wten Colette was evicted at a momenlt
ootice in 2007, she had to lsve behind
costues, wi$, fabric, ponraits ed antique
imitll]e. A last'ditch pfesewation effon
later that year failed to sav€ her hone, an
18J2 wnehouse that $as pa of the cityh
fts! loiay into intemtioEl rlade. During
the deDolition, Colette staged perfornance
an pie€es in front of the buildins.

Afts leaviry 213 Pearl, Colette xnoved
biiefly to chelsea, rlen larlher uptoM, dd
now vorks out of a shrdio in DUMBo. on the
wall of her Btudio, lhe 

'rcte, 
tlme is where

Coletl€, .n iftbt who llysd h 213 Pe€rl, dn ..d as a ph.to to pro|33t the dsmoti.

They payed people's homes to build a parking
BY , 'ULIE SHAPIRO

The artist who lost her home and studio
wh6 buildozers slammed into 211 P€arl St.
n@ly 18 months ago @uld or y lau8h when
she head that the site had b€o tumed inro a

"I dont linow whether lo lausb or cry"
said Colette, who goes by ore name only.

Colette dd felw iemr jin Tschner r€re
lorced to leave 215 Perd St. in the sumer of
2LrO7, when adjacent conshuction r€ndeftd the
building miafe The Lm Gr@p then bought
the drnaged building and denolished it larer
ihat year rather $an rcpair it, Epodedly ro
Ddae way for a 66Groom Shemton Horel.

Bfi tne hotel llas te€n m hold sine lart ,€ar
beause C.E.O.lobn L3In codd not set a lm
for fie over $200 milion project. So, [ke many
other @tdluck derelopeF, Idn j@dy @n'
vened the site into a parHng lot, several bloSs
Eponed iast wek. I,m did not epond to a


