
Art mirro|s ljfej life returns the favor How could nineteenth and twentieth century tech-
nologies foster both the change in the world view generally called "postmodernism" and
the development of new art foms? Scholar and curator Faye Ran shows how interactions
of art and technoio$/ led to cultural changes and lhe evolution oi Installation ad as a genre
unto itself-a fascinating hybrid of expanded scllpture in terms of context, site, and en-
vironment, and expanded iheatre in terms of performer, performance, and public,

creative work reflect an interest in new genres, experimental nar-
rative, and hybridity of form. Faye Ran\ previous book with
Pelet Lang, The Tragicomic Passior, (1994), was a history and
analysis of tlagicomedyand tngicomic characterization in drama,
film and literature.

" Faye Ran's book, A Hiloty of lnstallation Aft and the Developnent of New Att Fom, speaks
to the essential physical realit of our existence.... When we tir€ of web pages, a street with
a cafe, a store, or a museufi can be an oasis. This book and its insights into Installation
art can tell us how to make the most ot it."
Paul Levinson, Ph.D., Connunication and Media Studies, Fodhan UniveBily, New Yotk

"By synthesizing disparaie and often difficult strands of theory and evidence in an
accessible manner, this book is bound to become a key text in the field for scholars and
rcsearchers alike. lt offers a clear h istorical overuiew of artistic developments and partic!larly
recent trends towards Installation aft that are often made unnecessarily obscure and frag-
mented by the competing claims of critics."

Marius Kwint, Ph.D., Art History Depaftnent, Oxford University, England

FAYE RAll, writer, art curator, and Professor of Literature, Media and Cultulal Studies, has a
Ph.D. from Columbia University in English and Comparative Literature, a Ph.D from New
York University in [,{edia Ecolo$r, Culture and Communication, a tulasteA in Art Historyfrom
CUNY, and an l\,18A in Media and Arts Administfation from Adelphi Universiiy. She is a fodner
Fulbright Scholar in Theatre AFI Screenwriting Fellow, and winner ofthe Goodman Award
for playwrit'ng- Faye has produced over 100 plays, films,
videos, and multimedia Droductions. Both her academic and r$ r?!-r,-,,3x-o5r,r-?
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